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DISCLAIMER 

THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN ŌFF-GRID HOME PROTECTION SYSTEMS̅, IS 

MEANT TO SERVE AS A COLLECTION OF TIME-TESTED AND PROVEN STRATEGIES 

RELATED TO HOME DEFENSE, SURVIVAL/PREPAREDNESS, WHICH IS RECOMMENDED 

BY THE AUTHORS. READING THIS EBOOK DOES NOT GUARANTEE THAT ONES̃ RESULTS 

WILL EXACTLY MIRROR OUR OWN RESULTS. THE AUTHOR OF ̄OFF-GRID HOME 

PROTECTION SYSTEMS̅ HAS MADE ALL REASONABLE EFFORTS TO PROVIDE 

CURRENT AND ACCURATE INFORMATION FOR THE READERS OF THIS COURSE. THE 

AUTHOR WILL NOT BE HELD LIABLE FOR ANY UNINTENTIONAL ERRORS OR 

OMISSIONS THAT MAY BE FOUND. 

THE MATERIAL IN ̄ OFF-GRID HOME PROTECTION SYSTEMS̅ MAY INCLUDE 

INFORMATION, PRODUCTS, OR SERVICES BY THIRD PARTIES. AS SUCH, THE AUTHORS 

OF THIS GUIDE DO NOT ASSUME RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY FOR ANY THIRD PARTY 

MATERIAL OR OPINIONS.THE PUBLICATION OF SUCH THIRD PARTY MATERIALS DOES 

NOT CONSTITUTE THE AUTHORS̃ GUARANTEE OF ANY INFORMATION, INSTRUCTION, 

OPINION, PRODUCTS OR SERVICE CONTAINED WITHIN THE THIRD PARTY MATERIAL. 

WHETHER BECAUSE OF THE GENERAL EVOLUTION OF THE INTERNET, OR THE 

UNFORESEEN CHANGES IN COMPANY POLICY AND EDITORIAL SUBMISSION 

GUIDELINES, WHAT IS STATED AS FACT AT THE TIME OF THIS WRITING, MAY BECOME 

OUTDATED OR SIMPLY INAPPLICABLE AT A LATER DATE. GREAT EFFORT HAS BEEN 

EXERTED TO SAFEGUARD THE ACCURACY OF THIS WRITING.  

NO PART OF THIS PUBLICATION SHALL BE REPRODUCED, TRANSMITTED OR RESOLD IN 

WHOLE OR IN PART IN ANY FORM, WITHOUT THE PRIOR WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE 

AUTHORS. ALL TRADEMARKS AND REGISTERED TRADEMARKS APPEARING IN ŌFF-

GRID HOME PROTECTION SYSTEMS̅ ARE THE PROPERTY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE 

OWNER 
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3 Easy Home Defense Steps 

In a post-apocalyptic world, protecting your home and yourself should be your highest 

priority.  You will no longer be able to rely on law enforcement to protect you and there 

are going to be crowds of angry, scared, unprepared people struggling to survive.   

Just because you took the time to prepare for the events that broke down society 

|ƶ±ȡƖ̃Ⱥ ƌ±"Ɩ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ʲƶɔȉ Şƶb Ĝȡ |ƶƖ±˱ On a daily basis, you will be tasked with protecting 

the supplies you so carefully stockpiled during better times. 

Donôt Show Off  

Just about anything you have acquired for post-catastrophic survival makes you a target 

for attack. Machinery, vehicles, tools, even your garden make you more susceptible to 
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possible assault. Try to keep your possessions hidden from plain view whenever 

possible. Fences work but make it pretty obvious that you are attempting to hide 

something. Instead, consider using natural ways to obscure your possessions.   

Trees, shrubs, and other foliage block the view of people passing through without 

making it seem too obvious that something is being hidden. Make sure that windows in 

your home do not divulge what may be inside either.  If your family is sitting at the table 

eating a home cooked meal and someone can see this event from the window there is a 

good chance they will try to join you; invited or not.    

Take a look at your home from the street to get a better understanding of this vantage 

point.  You are better able to make changes after seeing for yourself what angry mobs of 

people will see as they pass your property.  

As a general rule, home invasions tend to be a crime of opportunity. An open window or 

unlocked door serves as an invitation for criminals. A home that looks secure is less 

likely to be attacked by people looking for an  easy score. More often than not, these 

people will move on in search of an easier target elsewhere.  

Secure the Yard  

Crime Prevention through  Environmental Design (CPTED) is a technique that relies on 

landscaping to make your property, and ultimately you r home, less likely to be targeted 

for attack.  

Trees and shrubs can serve another purpose in addition to obscuring the view of your 

property. By carefully landscaping your property, they also make it difficult for intruders 

to gain casual access.  
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In fact, shrubs can be used to create natural funnels that force potential threats to move 

into defined areas. These areas should be easily viewable from your home so you have 

time to make preparations for an attack.  

CPTED has another aspect known as Natural Access 

Control. This refers to the use of holly bushes or 

other thorny foliage near potential access points.  

It becomes very difficult (and painful) for an attacker 

to climb through these obstacles and into your window.   It may thwart the attack 

completely. At the very least, it weakens the attacker making your counter-assault more 

effective. 

Secure the Windows and Doors  

Sometimes all the landscaping and other perimeter defenses in the world are not 

enough to stop a determined attacker.  Fortifying all the entry points into your home can 

keep attackers at bay long enough for you to plan your next move.  

Doors are the first point of entry that any thief looks for.   The front door should be a 

reinforced security door. Although intricate glass paneling makes your home look 

inviting now, those glass panels can become weak points in your structure during an 

attack. 

There are thousands of security doors available that complement  the design of nearly 

any home without sacrificing protection.  Installing a security screen door adds an 

additional layer of protection.  The security door can be broken into but it makes access 

more difficult. Pay special attention to the back door of your home.    
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As many as half of all home invasion attempts originate from 

the back door because it typically provides additional cover 

for the intruder and the doors tend to be  much weaker than 

front doors.   

A plain wood or hollow -core fiberglass door is very common 

in the back of a home and both of these can be destroyed 

relatively quickly.  

Consider replacing your current back door with a more robust model similar in 

construction to your front door. Be sure to use deadbolts on every exterior door in 

addition to  the handle locking mechanism. Each deadbolt should be a Class 2 (rated the 

best for residential use) and the throw bolt should be at least one inch in length.    

Inferior deadbolts are far too easy to bypass with simple tools. Even if the door is robust, 

there is another weak spot that should be considered.  

The door frame itself can often be unseated or broken with a swift kick or a battering 

ram. Most door frames are simply tacked into place using small finishing nails during 

home construction. Installing three-inch screws into the door frame every few inches is 

an easy way to increase the security of these entrance points.  

Flimsy striker plates are another weakness inherent to most doorways.  Replace striker 

plates with high-quality metal and use three-inch screws to secure these into the door 

frame.  

Sliding glass doors are easy to break. Consider boarding them up with plywood to make 

access more difficult. The locking mechanisms on these doors are also notoriously easy 

to break. Place a wooden dowel into the track behind the sliding door to prevent 

opening if the lock is compromised.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

few 

Off-grid Home Protection System 

Page 9 of 36 

 

© Off-grid Home Protection Systems 

Windows are the second access point that requires your attention. Even locked windows 

can easily be popped open if there is a gap big enough to force a crowbar or 

screwdriver into.  

Adding stoppers to window frames makes access more difficult. The stopper is simply a 

metal pin or nail installed in the window frame.  This prevents the window from opening 

more than a few inches even if the lock is compromised. Since these pins are not easily 

viewable from outside, the attacker will waste valuable time trying to force the window 

open. This time can be used by you to prepare a defensive stand or retreat is necessary. 

Board up any windows that are not absolutely necessary to survival. Windows that allow 

in sunlight can help with passive solar heating techniques but other windows are not 

needed and create unnecessary access points during an attack. Securely boarding up 

these windows forces intruders to look for alternative entrances and increases the 

chances that they will give up and look for an easier target down th e road.  

If you live in a populated area you are much more likely to be attacked. Especially in the 

days immediately following the apocalypse, high-population areas are expected to fall 

victim to extreme violence and riots.  

Although these techniques can help ward off an attack, determined individuals will find 

a way in. Consider retreating to a bug out location in a remote area.  Attacks are much 

less likely in these areas and your chances of launching a successful counterattack are 

much better.  

Taking steps to secure your home now is helpful after a catastrophe but can also thwart 

home invasions now.  In the United States, a home is broken into approximately every 

11 seconds. Fortifying your home and property now ensures that you are less likely to 

become a statistic now or in a survival situation in the future.   
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The Best Survival Dog  

For anyone who has lived (or still lives) in the countryside, the terms livestock guardian 

dog (LGD) and livestock herding dog (LHD) are probably familiar.  

What these two terms refer to are the two types of working dogs one might expect to 

find on a typical working farm. The terms indicate what role the dogs play, though both 

livestock guardian as well as livestock herding dogs may simply be referred to as sheep 

dogs or working dogs. 

Dƶôȡ ƶí "ŴŴ ȡĊ"Ǻ±ȡ "Ɩ| ȡĜˈ±ȡ Ċ"ʘ± ±ƖŞƶʲ±| ȺĊ± ȡǺ±lĜ"Ŵ |ĜȡȺĜƖlȺĜƶƖ ƶí ƌ"Ɩ̃ȡ b±ȡȺ íȉĜ±Ɩ| íƶȉ 

ȺĊƶɔȡ"Ɩ|ȡ ƶí ʲ±"ȉȡˮ bɔȺ ƌ"Ɩʲ ƌƶ|±ȉƖ Ǻ±Ⱥ ƶʞƖ±ȉȡ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ȉ±"ŴĜˈ± ȺĊ± Ⱥȉɔ± ǺƶȺ±ƖȺĜ"Ŵ ƶí 

their canine companions.  
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Whether they are acting as vigilant guardians, aiding in the location and management of 

livestock, assisting in search and rescue, or laying down their lives to defend their 

human master, a well-trained dog can be worth its weight in gold.  

Indeed, on working farms and in rural communities around th e world, livestock herding 

and livestock guardian dogs, the quintessential working dogs, retain immense 

popularity to this day.  

The best livestock herding dogs and livestock guardian dogs come from specific breeds 

that have been bred and raised to perform certain tasks, as in the case of the Australian 

Koolie (a herding dog) breed or the Great Pyrenees (a guardian) breed from France.  

As their names distinguish, LGDs and LHDs have distinctly different purposes when 

working with flock or herd animals. Livestock herding dogs are bred, raised and trained 

specifically to work with a farmer or shepherd.  

As such, these breeds generally have an abundance of energy, are highly intelligent, and 

are really at their best when they have a job to do or a lot of mental s timulation.  

Livestock Herding Dogs 

The effectiveness of a LHD stems from the fact that it uses predatory behaviors (ex. 

nipping at the heels, moving fast, barking, circling, etc.) to herd prey animals by 

bunching and flocking.  

Some of the most renowned breeds of livestock herding dogs  are:       
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Border Collie 

The Border collie is famed for its intelligence and is a 

popular breed chosen by families around the world 

as a pet, border collies are known for their ability to 

learn many tricks and they excel in agility training 

and competitions.  

All these traits stem from the fact that border collies 

have traditionally been the go -to shepherding dog in many localities for literally 

hundreds upon hundreds of years.  

Australian Shepherds 

Australian shepherds, despite their name, originated in the 

western states of the US on ranches and farms, working 

alongside their owners to herd sheep and other livestock.  

Like most herding breeds, Australian shepherds are highly 

energetic, with eager-to-please temperaments, an| ȺĊ±ʲ̃ʘ± 

become quite popular as family pets as well as in agility and 

training exercises.  

Unfortunately, they can become highly destructive if they get bored, so they need a 

combination of either a lot of attention and daily training/play/exercise and/o r a large 

area to roam, such as a farm or ranch.      
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German Shepherd 

The German shepherd is famous for its use as a working dog alongside police and 

military detachments the world over .  

But this breed (like so many others) has its true 

roots in the rura l countryside, working with sheep 

and other livestock alongside humans.  

Capable herding dogs with great intelligence and 

capacity for obedience, German shepherds are 

one of the most popular breeds chosen as pets as well as show and competition dogs. 

They are very protective and can be quite fierce toward strangers, predators or other 

potential threats, but with proper socialization they can be quite safe to handle and 

have around family, friends and of course livestock.       

Lancashire Heeler 

Lancashire Heelers, more commonly known simply 

as heelers, are an example of a rather specialized 

livestock herding breed. 

Built long and short, heelers have traditionally been 

bred to maintain their low -to-ground stature for use 

in herding cattle. Because these effective little dogs 

"ȉ± ȡƶ ȡƌ"ŴŴˮ ŦĜlŦȡ íȉƶƌ l"ȺȺŴ± Ⱥȉ"|ĜȺĜƶƖ"ŴŴʲ ôƶ ȉĜôĊȺ ƶʘ±ȉ ȺĊ± |ƶỗȡ Ċ±"| ȉ"ȺĊ±ȉ ȺĊ"Ɩ 

striking and injuring or killing the animal. They might be small, but when properly 

trained these little dogs can prove quite useful as a working breed.  
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Another similarly small-statured herding breed is the Welsh corgi .  

Typically trained for use with sheep, cattle and goats, livestock herding dogs can also be 

used (with adequate training and supervision) to handle chickens, ducks, geese and 

other fowl and smaller animals as well as pigs and llamas.  

In addition to their skill and usefulness as working dogs, many LHD breeds also make 

loyal family pets, often with an innate, super-alert guarding instinct to boot. 

Unfortunately, because of their more predaȺƶȉʲ ĜƖȡȺĜƖlȺȡˮ ųĉ{ "ȉ±Ɩ̃Ⱥ "ȡ ʞ±ŴŴ ȡɔĜȺ±| Ⱥƶ 

being left alone or otherwise unattended with their flock or herd, as they may slip up 

and eat their charges.  

Livestock Guardian Dogs 

ȹĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ʞĊ±ȉ± ųó{ȡ lƶƌ± ĜƖ˱ ʝĜȺĊ ȺĊ±Ĝȉ ƌƶȉ± ȉ±Ŵ"ʬ±|ˮ Ǻ"ȺĜ±ƖȺ Ⱥ±ƌǺ±ȉ"ƌ±ƖȺȡˮ ʞ±ll-trained 

livestock guardian dogs can be left unattended amongst your sheep, cattle, goats or 

íŴƶlŦ ƶí íƶʞŴ˱ ěƖ|±±|ˮ ĜȺ̃ȡ ʞĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ±ʲ Ċ"ʘ± b±±Ɩ bȉ±| "Ɩ| Ⱥȉ"ĜƖ±| íƶȉˮ b±l"ɔȡ± ȺĊ± ƌ"ĜƖ 

purpose of a LGD is to protect your herd or flock from other predators by staying with 

them at all times.  

A good LGD will fight off predators that may prey on your livestock, but in many cases 

farmers with LGDs among their herd or flock find that they have very few issues with 

predators. This is because predators are known oppoȉȺɔƖĜȡȺȡˮ ȡƶ ƶƖl± ȺĊ±ʲ̃ʘ± Ĝ|±ƖȺĜíĜ±| 

that your LGD (another predator as opposed to a prey animal) has staked out its own 

patch of territory with your livestock, the predators will look for easier, unguarded prey 

elsewhere.  

This makes LGDs ideal for use when you have free range cattle, goats, sheep or other 

free-roaming animals. Good livestock guardian dogs can also protect your stock from 
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theft by strangers, though humans may prove more lethal to your dogs than predatory 

animals if they should target your stock.  

In any case, some of the best livestock guardian breeds  include:        

Anatolian Shepherd 

Anatolian shepherds are a resilient, hardy breed of 

guardian dogs that historically came from Anatolia, 

a region in central Turkey.  

Compared to some of the ƌƶȉ± ȉ±Ŵ"ʬ±|ˮ ±ʘ±Ɩ ̂Ŵ"ˈʲ̃ 

livestock guardian breeds, Anatolian shepherds are 

agile and swift, capable of chasing down predators or intruders if they try to flee. They 

also have exceptional hearing, are quite strong, and generally show good situational 

awareness.  

Like several other livestock guardian breeds that originate from Turkey, the Anatolian 

shepherds descend from dogs with ancient heritage and history as working 

animals.         

Kuvasz 

The kuvasz is a dedicated livestock guardian breed 

that descends from dogs kept for thousands of 

years to serve as guardians and protectors.  

As such, this breed is truly intended for life as a 

working dog, and they are really only happy when 
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they have large areas to roam in and preferably a flock or herd to guard. With great 

intelligence and independence, this breed is characterized by great protectiveness and 

gentleness toward its herd or flock. Wary and potentially even aggressive toward 

strangers, the breed is intensely loyal to their family and will protect any humans or 

animals that it recognizes as being part of the flock.         

Kangal 

The kangal dogs that also originate from Turkey are 

another popular choice as LGDs. 

With strong guardian instincts that have resulted 

from thousands of years of selective breeding and 

use with livestock, the kangal is a formidable 

guardian with a relaxed but attentive temperament.  

In recent years, kangals have gained in popularity as family dogs specifically because of 

their gentle but strongly protective dispositions.      

Great Pyrenees 

Great Pyrenees are one of the breeds often referred 

Ⱥƶ "ȡ ȺĊ± ̂ʞĊĜȺ± |ƶôȡ̃ ƶí ȺĊ± ŴĜʘ±ȡȺƶlŦ ôɔ"ȉ|Ĝ"Ɩ 

ôȉƶɔǺ˱ !ƖƶȺĊ±ȉˮ ȡĜƌĜŴ"ȉ bȉ±±| ĜƖ ȺĊ± ̂ʞĊĜȺ± |ƶôȡ̃ 

group is the Maremma sheepdog which is often 

used in tandem with a Great Pyrenees.  
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A properly bred and raised Great Pyrenees will be a calm, relaxed, confident dog with 

strong protective instincts for its herd but is extremely gentle with livestock and 

children.  

It is also important to remember that, in addition to the training that a good dogs  needs 

to become a great herder or guardian (but particularly a herder), your flock of sheep, 

herd of goats or other livestock to be handled must also be trained to respond properly 

to the dog.  

Ornery sheep, aggressive rams, cattle and even pigs that have never been handled by a 

herding dog or been in the presence of a guardian dog will need to be acclimated to 

the new animal.  

Another important distinction between livestock herding breeds and livestock guarding 

breeds has to do with their ability to learn,  and willingness to follow, commands and 

orders from their owner.  

Traditional herding breeds are, by necessity of their job and the fact that they must 

ȉ±ȡǺƶƖ| ȡʞĜíȺŴʲ "Ɩ| "llɔȉ"Ⱥ±Ŵʲ Ⱥƶ ȺĊ±Ĝȉ ƌ"ȡȺ±ȉ̃ȡ lƶƌƌ"Ɩ|ȡˮ ô±Ɩ±ȉ"ŴŴʲ ±ʬȺƶŴŴ±| íƶȉ ȺĊ±Ĝȉ 

obedience and ability to learn new commands and tricks quickly.  

By contrast, most livestock guarding breeds, especially those hailing from more ancient 

lineage, are reputed for their stubbornness, their independence, and their general sense 

of autonomy and even aloofness towards the human members of its pack.  

As opposed to being stupid or particularly disobedient, it must be understood that 

livestock guardian breeds are actually quite intelligent and have been specifically bred 

and raised for their capacity to work with  livestock wile unattended.  
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When it comes down to it, while there is some training provided by the owner (and the 

older dogs if you have older LGDs working your stock), most of what a good LGD does 

stems from instinct and good breeding.  

Since these dogs have traditionally been left unattended with the stock, often for days 

at a time with little or no contact with their shepherds, it is important that they be able 

to make decisions on their own without relying on the orders of their master.  
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Off- grid Defense:  Spooky Pets for 

Home Protection  

ʝ± "ŴŴ ŦƖƶʞ ȺĊ"Ⱥ |ƶôȡ "ȉ± ôȉ±"Ⱥ íƶȉ Ċƶƌ± ǺȉƶȺ±lȺĜƶƖˮ bɔȺ ȺĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ŞɔȡȺ ĜȺ  ̙people know 

that dogs are a potential danger to anybody who seeks to harm your or your 

property. That means that some people may be discouraged from bothering you, but 

others may just plan to get rid of your dogs before robbing you.  

ȹĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ʞĊ±Ɩ ĜȺ ƌ"ʲ Ǻ"ʲ Ⱥƶ Ċ"ʘ± ƶȺĊ±ȉ "ƖĜƌ"Ŵȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ƌ"ʲ ƖƶȺ b± ȅɔĜȺ± ȡƶ lƶƖȡǺĜlɔƶɔȡŴʲ 

"ôôȉ±ȡȡĜʘ± ɔƖȺĜŴ ĜȺ ȉ±"ŴŴʲ lƶɔƖȺȡ˱ ȹĊ"Ⱥ̃ȡ ʞĊ"Ⱥ ʞ±̃ȉ± ôƶĜƖô Ⱥƶ Ⱥ"ŴŦ "bƶɔȺ today. One of the 
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top trainable animals that we discovered was (strangely enough) the octopus. Another 

was, of course, the dolphin.  

However, unless our world changes much more drastically than even we are 

"ƖȺĜlĜǺ"ȺĜƖôˮ ȺĊƶȡ± Ⱥʞƶ "ȉ±Ɩ̃Ⱥ ôƶĜƖô Ⱥƶ |ƶ ʲƶɔ ƌɔch good. Interesting, though.  

Snakes  

ʱ±"Ċˮ ʞ± ŦƖƶʞ˱ ȠƖ"Ŧ±ȡ "ȉ±Ɩ̃Ⱥ ±ʬ"lȺŴʲ ƶƖ ȺĊ± ȺƶǺ ƶí 

the list of most lovable pets for most 

people. However, a snake kept in a cage right beside 

your door is prohibitive to many people for exactly 

that reason.  

This is actually an old crazy cowboy trick that we 

heard about a while back. The guy had the 

rattlesnake (not our first choice of pets, or even our 100th choice) in a slatted box lined 

with screen that was nailed at about face-level right beside his door. An attacker may 

not see the screen at first, and even if he did, he may just think that if somebody keeps a 

snake, they probably have even crazier things INSIDE the house. Good mental tactic. 

ʝ±̃| ȉ±lƶƌƌ±Ɩ| ôƶĜƖô ʞĜȺĊ " ŦĜƖô ȡƖ"Ŧ± ƶȉ ȡƶƌ± ƶȺĊ±ȉ ƖƶƖ-poisonous yet scary-

looking, loud serpent.  

Pigs  

ʱƶɔ̃ʘ± ƌƶȡȺ ŴĜŦ±Ŵʲ ȡ±±Ɩ ȺĊ± ƌƶʘĜ± ̄a"b±̅ ƶȉ "ƖƶȺĊ±ȉ ȡĜƌĜŴ"ȉ Ⱥƶ ĜȺ "Ɩ| ŦƖƶʞ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ǺĜôȡ l"Ɩ 

b± Ⱥȉ"ĜƖ±|˱ ʝĊ"Ⱥ ʲƶɔ ƌ"ʲ ƖƶȺ ŦƖƶʞ Ĝȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ǺĜôȡ l"Ɩ ô±Ⱥ ƌ±"Ɩˮ Ⱥƶƶ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± ±ʬȺȉ±ƌ±Ŵʲ 
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intelligent and have a sense of loyalty to famiŴʲ ƌ±ƌb±ȉȡ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± "Ŵȡƶ ɔȡ±| bʲ ȡƶƌ± 

factions to sniff bombs or even to guard perimeters.  

ŝɔȡȺ b±l"ɔȡ± ȺĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± bĜô "Ɩ| ɔƖɔȡɔ"Ŵˮ ȺĊ±ʲ Ċ"ʘ± " l±ȉȺ"ĜƖ ĜƖȺĜƌĜ|"ȺĜƶƖ í"lȺƶȉ ȺĊ"Ⱥ ƌ"ʲ 

keep people out of your yard. Beware, though, that they WILL eat your garden. Find out 

more about home defense in Bulletproof Home.  

Wolves or Part- Wolves  

Right up front, you should know that special permits 

are required if you have a wolf, or part-wolf, as a 

pet. Pet may not be exactly the right word for the 

relationship that yo u and your wolf would have 

ȺĊƶɔôĊȺ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± ±ʬȺȉ±ƌ±Ŵʲ ĜƖ|±Ǻ±Ɩ|±ƖȺ "Ɩ| ƌ"Ɩʲ 

will tell you that their personalities more closely resemble cats than dogs.  

They are, however, amazing guard animals because they protect their domain and their 

packs. Just know tĊ"Ⱥ ʞƶŴʘ±ȡ "ȉ±Ɩ̃Ⱥ íƶȉ ±ʘ±ȉʲbƶ|ʲ "Ɩ| ʲƶɔ ȡĊƶɔŴ| b± íɔŴŴʲ Ⱥȉ"ĜƖ±| ĜƖ ʞƶŴí 

care and behavior, as well as licensed, before considering having one for home defense. 

Birds  

Pigeons, crows and ravens are all extremely trainable though you need to know what 

ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± doing. African greys are perhaps the most trainable bird of all.  
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They can be taught to pair words with actions, and 

to complete the action while saying the phrase.  

This may make a good pet to lend you the element 

of surprise needed to reach your weapon or get 

away.  

Other birds that may be of help  ̙falcons because you can also hunt with them, and 

ostriches, which can be aggressive and intimidating while also giving you meat and 

eggs.  

Chimpanzees or Orangutans  

Clyde, the orangutan made famous for co-starring with Clint 

Eastwood in the Every Which Way but Loose  movies, was an 

orangutan. They are extremely trainable and also make great 

companions.  

Chimpanzees, the smaller of the primates, share a big part of 

their DNA traits with humans and have actually beaten college 

kids on memory tests. Primates are high maintenance but are 

ôȉ±"Ⱥ Ⱥƶ Ċ"ʘ± "ȉƶɔƖ| Ĝí ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± ʞĜŴŴĜƖô Ⱥƶ ĜƖʘ±ȡȺ ȺĊ± ȺĜƌ±˱  

!ô"ĜƖˮ ʲƶɔ̃ŴŴ Ɩ±±| ǺȉƶǺ±ȉ ŴĜl±Ɩȡɔȉ± "Ɩ| Ⱥȉ"ĜƖĜƖô Ĝí ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± ôƶĜƖô Ⱥƶ ɔȡ± " ǺȉĜƌ"Ⱥ± "ȡ " Ǻ±Ⱥ 

for home protection in a su rvival situation, or for any other reason.  

 

There are many animals that make great pets and will help to protect your property and 

ʞ± ȡȺĜŴŴ "|ʘƶl"Ⱥ± ȺĊ± ɔȡ± ƶí |ƶôȡ "ȡ " íĜȉȡȺ |±í±Ɩȡ± b±l"ɔȡ± ĜȺ̃ȡ ʞĊ"Ⱥ ȺĊ±ʲ |ƶ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ Ŵƶʘ± 
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you, they protect you, and they ke±Ǻ ʲƶɔȉ ǺȉƶǺ±ȉȺʲ "ȡ ȡ"í± "ȡ ȺĊ±ʲ l"Ɩ ƌ"Ɩ"ô±˱ ěí ʲƶɔ̃ȉ± 

going to use dogs, make sure that you train them properly and use ones that are going 

to be scary.  

Rottweilers, German Shepherds, Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Dobermans and also the breeds 

we depicted in ̄ȹĊ± a±ȡȺ ȠɔȉʘĜʘ"Ŵ {ƶô̅ "ŴŴ ƌ"Ŧ± ȺĊ± ŴĜȡȺˮ bɔȺ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ ɔƖ|±ȉ±ȡȺĜƌ"Ⱥ± ʲƶɔȉ 

kĊĜĊɔ"Ċɔ"ˮ ±ĜȺĊ±ȉ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± ±ʬȺȉ±ƌ±Ŵʲ Ŵƶʲ"Ŵˮ "ȉ±Ɩ̃Ⱥ "íȉ"Ĝ| Ⱥƶ |±í±Ɩ| ʲƶɔˮ "Ɩ| ʞĜŴŴ ƌ"Ŧ± 

their displeasure aggressively known if somebody tries to harm ʲƶɔ˱ ȹĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± ȡƌ"ŴŴ bɔȺ 

can buy you the time that you need to reach your weapon or get away.  

Regardless of which pets you choose for home defense in a survival situation, remember 

that you will have to feed them, train them, and care for them even after t hings get 

tough.  

ȹĊ±ʲ ƌ"ʲ b± ʲƶɔȉ b±ȡȺ íȉĜ±Ɩ|ȡˮ bɔȺ ȺĊ±ʲ̃ȉ± "Ŵȡƶ ôƶĜƖô Ⱥƶ b± ƌƶɔȺĊȡ ȺĊ"Ⱥ Ɩ±±| í±| ȡƶ 

keep that in mind when choosing.  
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Protecting Your Home with Defensive 

Bushes  

Most people like to keep their homes equally inviting on the insid e and outside. This is 

especially true in modern-day suburbia where many homeowners keep their lawns and 

gardens looking pristine. 

The landscaping outside sets the stage for what the inside of the home will look like. A 

well-manicured lawn with trimmed bus hes and freshly planted flowers is more likely to 

surround a home with hardwood floors, granite counter tops and expensive electronics. 

A yard with uncut grass and crumbling walkways is more likely to give way to unkempt 

home with less valuable possessions.   
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ȹĊĜȡ ĜȡƖ̃Ⱥ "Ŵʞ"ʲȡ ȺĊ± l"ȡ±ˮ bɔȺ ȺĊĜ±ʘ±ȡ Ċ"ʘ± Ⱥ"Ŧ±Ɩ "|ʘ"ƖȺ"ô± ƶí ȺĊĜȡ ȉɔŴ± ƶí ȺĊɔƌb ƌ"Ɩʲ 

times over.  

ěȺ̃ȡ ɔȡɔ"ŴŴʲ ȺĊ± |±"| ôĜʘ±"ʞ"ʲȡ "Ɩ| í"Ŵȡ± ȡ±Ɩȡ± ƶí ȡ±lɔȉĜȺʲ ȺĊ"Ⱥ l±ȉȺ"ĜƖ Ċƶƌ±ȡ |ĜȡǺŴ"ʲ 

that make them easy marks for burglars. The car you drive and your trash can give a 

thief a lot of information about your finances and purchases.  

ʱ±Ⱥ ĜȺ̃ȡ "Ŵȡƶ ȺĊ± Ċƶƌ±ȡ ʞĜȺĊ ŴĜȺȺŴ± ƶȉ Ɩƶ ʘĜȡĜbŴ± ȡ±lɔȉĜȺʲ í±"Ⱥɔȉ±ȡ ˷l"ƌ±ȉ"ȡˮ ƌƶȺĜƶƖ ŴĜôĊȺȡˮ 

and fencing) that often draw in the criminal.  

People break into homes because they are driven by greed and the desire to take from 

others, or we make it too easy for them to do so. Instead of going for the big homes 

with sports cars in the driveway, thieves often go for the most 

vulnerable homes that offer the easiest access.  

As a homeowner, you can go to great lengths to fortify your 

home and property to protect it against thieves and home 

ĜƖʘ"|±ȉȡ˱ ìƶȉȺɔƖ"Ⱥ±Ŵʲˮ ʲƶɔ |ƶƖ̃Ⱥ Ɩ±±| Ⱥƶ ȡĊ±ŴŴ ƶɔȺ " ȺƶƖ ƶí l"ȡĊ 

on hi-tech alarms and cameras to deter them.  

 Instead, all you need is to make it more difficult for them to 

"ll±ȡȡ ʲƶɔȉ Ċƶƌ±̃ȡ ʞ±"Ŧ±ȡȺ ±ƖȺȉʲ ǺƶĜƖȺȡ íȉƶƌ ȺĊ± ƶɔȺȡĜ|±˱ a±Ŵƶʞ ʞ± ʞĜŴŴ |Ĝȡlɔȡȡ ȺĊ± 

idea of protecting your home with various plants and defensive bushes, which are often 

all it takes to make a prowling thief skip your home al together.  

Believe it or not, plants and bushes have been used for centuries to designate property 

lines and home perimeters. ȹĊ±ʲ̃ʘ± "Ŵȡƶ b±±Ɩ "|"ǺȺ±| Ⱥƶ ƌ"Ŧ± ȺĊƶȡ± Ċƶƌ±ȡ "Ɩ| 

properties more protected against outside threats.   

These same techniques still "ǺǺŴʲ ʞĊ±ȺĊ±ȉ ʲƶɔ ȡĜƌǺŴʲ ʞ"ƖȺ Ⱥƶ bƶŴȡȺ±ȉ ʲƶɔȉ Ċƶƌ±̃ȡ 

security or are preparing your property for surviving the apocalypse.  






















